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1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 June 2006 . 
2a)[3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-13 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Casement et al (5,969,748). 

As to claim 1-3 and 5-7, note the Casement reference figures 1-2, discloses a 
television schedule system with access control (col.1 , lines 25-43) and further discloses 
an apparatus for processing and outputting a program signal, comprising: 

A data receiver (inherent to RL-16, 18, 20 and 22) for receiving a signal channel 
selections (figs.1-2H, col.3, line 44-col.4, line 1+), via a remote control or input device; 

A tuner (inherent to RL-16, 18, 20 and 22) for receiving a program signal 
associated with one of a plurality of channels in response to the signal channel selection 
from a user, the selected one of the plurality of signal channels including a program 
signal (col.2, line 50-col.3, line 12); 

A signal output for providing an output signal derived from the signal program 
signal to TV-30 (col.3, lines 33-43); 
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A auxiliary data decoder (VBI-Decoder of RL-16, 18, 20 and 22) for detecting 
program related information included in each program signal (col.2, lines 56-65); and 

A central processing unit (Processor of RL-16, 18, 20 and 22) operatively 
connected to the data receiver, the signal input, signal output and the auxiliary decoder, 
where the central processing unit controls the output signal for preventing user access 
to program signal upon detecting a current channel selection has been previously 
selected within a predetermined time period (col. 3, line 44-col.4, line 8, line 25-col.5, 
line 41 , line 52-col.6, line 29 and line 48-col.7, line 20), note that the system 
locks/unlocks channels, by content rating, time periods, e.g., for a single day, weekends 
only, etc., and relocks the channel if the program is over and further controls the 
program signal until the program related information has been determined when a new 
signal source selection is received . 

As to claims 8-9, Casement further discloses where the RL-Processor controls 
TV-30 in a predetermined manner when the predetermined sequence of signal channel 
selections is received and program related information previously detected in the 
program signal met as a user selected blocking criteria (figs.2A-2H, col.3, line 4-col.4, 
line 60, line 61-col.5, line 1 + and col.6, line 1-29). 

As to claim 10, Casement further discloses where the access to the restricted 
access on screen display menu is password protected (col.4, line 61-col.5, line 1 + and 
col.6, line 1-29). 

As to claim 1 1 , Casement further disclose where if the selected program or 
channel is unacceptable, the RL-Processor controls the output signal for reducing user 
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access to the program signal by one blanking the television programs that can be 
received on other channels during the same time (col .4, line 61 -col. 5, line 1 + and col.6, 
line 1-29) 

Claim 12 is met as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 . 
Claim 13 is met as previously discussed with respect to claims 1 and 10. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 5-13 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The amendment to 
the independent claim necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection discussed above. 
This Office action is made Final. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Brain et al (5,548,345) disclose video viewing censoring supervision system. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Annan Q. Shang 





